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 CEQA and COASTAL DETERMINATIONS 
and  

NOTICE OF APPROVAL 
 

 
Project: Marine Flare Collection Event 
Location: Shelter Island Boat Launch Ramp Parking Lot and/or Other Existing Parking Lots on 

District Tidelands 
Parcel No.: Various 
Project No.: 2025-118 
Applicant: Annabelle Jackson, Associate Environmental Specialist, Environmental Protection, 

Port of San Diego, 3165 Pacific Hwy, 92101, 619-686-8071 
Date Approved:  
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The proposed project is a one-day, household hazardous waste collection event, that may occur up to 
four times per year, to collect expired, damaged, or otherwise unwanted marine flares from the public. 
Marine flares are safety signal devices required by the US Coast Guard for recreational boaters. 
Because single-use marine flares are flammable and contain explosive components, disposal options 
are limited and often costly. As a result, boaters may stockpile or improperly dispose of marine flares, 
creating risks to public safety and potential contamination of waterways and landfills.  
The purpose of this event is to provide boaters with a free, safe, and convenient opportunity to dispose 
of expired or damaged marine flares. Additionally, participants may receive a free, reusable electronic 
signal device upon participation. The event would occur between one and four times per year, beginning 
with an event on November 15, 2025, at the Shelter Island Boat Launch parking lot from 8 a.m. to 12 
p.m. Future marine flare collection events would occur at the Shelter Island Boat Launch parking lot or 
at other existing parking lots on District Tidelands.  
The District would hire a permitted and licensed contractor with trained staff to handle and package the 
marine flares onsite and then transport the marine flares to a disposal facility after the event. Handling, 
packaging, and transportation of the marine flares would be executed in conformance with the safety 
control measures and other provisions required by the special transport permit granted to the District 
by the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT-SP 20599) on July 1, 2022. All applicable notifications, 
including Temporary Household Hazardous Waste Collection Facility Permit by Rule notifications, will 
be submitted to the respective agencies by the required due dates. 
The event set-up would occupy approximately 12,000 to 15,000 square feet and temporarily close 
approximately 25-30 public parking spaces. The exact area and number of affected parking spaces 
may vary depending on the event location. However, the event footprint would always be designed to 
maintain an adequate safety buffer between the marine flare collection and handling zones and any 
surrounding non-event activities. All marine flare collection events would have a traffic plan that may 
involve traffic control personnel to conduct traffic control measures, including directing participants to 
the disposal site and ensuring that non-event-related traffic can continue to utilize the roads and parking 
lot. Traffic cones may be utilized to guide traffic as well. For closed parking spaces, signage indicating 
the closure would be posted at least 72 hours in advance of the event. 
Due to its nature and limited scope, construction of the proposed project would generate a minor 
amount of vehicle trips and would require limited use of equipment. Therefore, impacts related to air 
quality, greenhouse gas emissions, and transportation and traffic are not anticipated to occur. 
Furthermore, the Grantee/Licensee would be responsible for complying with all applicable federal, 
state, and local laws regarding construction demolition debris, hazards and hazardous materials, and 
stormwater. 
The following categorical determinations are based on the project submittal and all project information 
known to the District as of the date of this determination. 
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CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA)  
CATEGORICAL DETERMINATION 

Categorical Exemption: CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 (Class 1)/District Guidelines for Compliance 
with CEQA Section 3.a: Existing Facilities; CEQA Guidelines Section 15307 (Class 7)/District 
Guidelines for Compliance with CEQA Section 3.h: Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of 
Natural Resources; and CEQA Guidelines Section 15308 (Class 8)/District Guidelines for Compliance 
with CEQA Section 3.h: Actions by Regulatory Agency for Protection of the Environment 
3.a. Existing Facilities: Includes operation, repair, maintenance, or minor alteration of existing public 

or private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical features, involving 
negligible or no expansion of use beyond that previously existing. 

AND/OR 
3.g.   Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of Natural Resources: Includes actions taken by 

regulatory agencies to assure the maintenance, restoration or enhancement of a natural 
resource where the regulatory process involves procedures for the protection of the 
environment. Construction activities are not included in this exemption. 

AND/OR 
3.h.  Actions by Regulatory Agency for Protection of the Environment: Includes actions taken by 

regulatory agencies to assure the maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the 
environment where the regulatory process involves procedures for protection of the 
environment. Construction activities and relaxation of standards allowing environmental 
degradation are not included in this exemption. 

AND/OR 
Normal Operations of Facilities for Public Gatherings: Consists of the normal operations of 
existing facilities for public gatherings for which the facilities were designed, where there is a 
past history of the facility being used for the same or similar kind of purpose. For the purposes 
of this section, “past history” shall mean that the same or similar kind of activity has been 
occurring for at least three years and that there is a reasonable expectation that the future 
occurrence of the activity would not represent a change in the operation of the facility. Facilities 
included within this exemption include but are not limited to, racetracks, stadiums, convention 
centers, auditoriums, amphitheaters, planetariums, swimming pools, and amusement parks.  

The proposed project is determined to be Categorically Exempt pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines and 
the Section(s) of the District’s Guidelines for Compliance with CEQA as identified above because it 
would involve no expansion of use beyond that previously existing and would not result in a significant 
cumulative impact due to the continuation of the existing use, it would involve actions taken by a 
regulatory agency for the protection the environment and natural resources, and it would consist of 
normal operations of existing parking lots for public gatherings for drive-up/drive-through activities, such 
as waste collection events. The District has determined none of the six exceptions to the use of a 
categorical exemption apply to this project (CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2). 
Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15062, a 35-day statute of limitations for this CEQA exemption 
shall apply from the date a Notice of Exemption is posted with the San Diego County Clerk, or a 180 
day statute of limitations for this CEQA exemption shall apply if no Notice of Exemption is filed. 
 
CALIFORNIA COASTAL ACT 
PORT MASTER PLAN CONSISTENCY 

Planning District: Various  
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Land Use Designation: Various 
The proposed project conforms to the certified Port Master Plan because it would involve the temporary 
use of existing parking lots for a marine flare collection event which would not change the use of the site 
nor would it interrupt or expand the existing conforming uses of the site. 
 
CATEGORICAL DETERMINATION 

Categorical Exclusion: Section 8.a: Existing Facilities 
8.a. Existing Facilities: The operation, repair, maintenance, or minor alteration of existing public or 

private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical features, involving 
negligible or no expansion of use beyond that previously existing. 

The proposed project is determined to be Categorically Excluded pursuant to the Section(s) of the 
District’s Coastal Development Permit Regulations as identified above because it would involve no 
expansion of use beyond that previously existing. 
Pursuant to California Coastal Act Section 30717, there is a 10-working-day period to appeal this 
“Coastal Act Categorical Determination of Exclusion” to the California Coastal Commission. 
CALIFORNIA PUBLIC TRUST DOCTRINE 
The proposed project complies with Sections 87.(a)(1), 87.(a)(5), and 87.(a)(7) of the Port Act, which 
allow for the establishment, improvement, and conduct of a harbor, the maintenance and operation of 
public assembly and meeting places, and for the maintenance of tide and submerged lands for 
ecological preservation. The Port Act was enacted by the California Legislature and is consistent with 
the Public Trust Doctrine. Consequently, the proposed project is consistent with the Public Trust 
Doctrine. 

SCOTT CHADWICK 
President/CEO 

Determination by:  
Jolie Gobler     Signature:________________________________ 
Planner I     Date:____________________________________ 
Planning Department 

Deputy General Counsel    Signature:________________________________ 
      Date:____________________________________ 

 

Docusign Envelope ID: 417111F3-DAC5-4230-8771-31F56852D441

11/3/2025

11/3/2025


	CEQA and COASTAL DETERMINATIONS
	and
	NOTICE OF APPROVAL

		2025-11-03T12:27:11-0800
	Digitally verifiable PDF exported from www.docusign.com




