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D2#: 1670172 

CEQA and COASTAL DETERMINATIONS 
and  

NOTICE OF APPROVAL 
 
Project: Tuna Harbor Parking Lot Restriping for Commercial Fishing Operations 
Location: G Street Mole, San Diego, CA 92132 
Parcel No.: 018-039 
Project No.: 2021-060 
Applicant: Dan Valentine, Maritime Department, 3165 Pacific Highway, San Diego, CA 92101 
Date Approved: May 24, 2021 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The project would involve the restriping of a portion of the Tuna Harbor Parking Lot by the San Diego 
Unified Port District (District or Applicant) in the city of San Diego, California. To provide for operational 
efficiencies, the San Diego Fisherman’s Working Group have requested improvements to provide for 
a more efficient use of the land side parking lot area. Specifically, improvements would include 
restriping of the existing parking lot within the Port Master Plan’s Commercial Fishing land use 
designation to allow for 35 wider parking spaces, 2 crane parking spaces, an additional loading area, 
and a marked temporary storage area. In order to provide for the improvements, the total number of 
commercial fishing permit only parking spaces would be reduced from 72 spaces to 59 spaces. As 
analyzed in the 2019 Tuna Harbor Parking Demand Study (included as Attachment A), 59 spaces 
would still provide adequate parking capacity for commercial fishing operations. The six spaces in the 
Commercial Fishing designation that are current shared for use with the Fish Market Restaurant 
would remain as existing and are not intended to be restriped. The project would also include 
installation of additional signage, similar to what is existing, to depict the intended use of the spaces 
such as commercial fishing parking only, commercial fishing/restaurant shared spaces, crane truck 
parking only, and loading areas. Additionally, temporary fencing may be installed as needed to secure 
the commercial fishing storage area.  
Construction of the project is anticipated to occur in summer 2021, would take approximately one 
week to complete, and would be done in a phased approach to limit interference with commercial 
fishing activities or commercial recreation uses on G Street Mole. Restriping would occur by blacking 
out the existing striped areas and using a paint gun to restripe with the new design. Due to its nature 
and limited scope, construction of the project would generate a minor amount of vehicle trips and 
would require limited use of equipment. Therefore, impacts related to air quality, greenhouse gas 
emissions, and transportation and traffic are not anticipated to occur. Furthermore, the District would 
be responsible for complying with all applicable federal, state, and local laws regarding construction 
demolition debris, hazards and hazardous materials, and stormwater. 
The following categorical determinations are based on the project submittal and all project information 
known to the District as of the date of this determination. 
 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA)  
CATEGORICAL DETERMINATION 

 
Based on the above description, the project is determined to be Categorically Exempt pursuant to 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines SG §15301, Class 1/Section 3.a: Existing 
Facilities and SG §15302, Class 2/Section 3.b: Replacement or Reconstruction. 

3.a. Existing Facilities (SG § 15301) (Class 1): Includes operation, repair, maintenance, or minor 
alteration of existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or 
topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of use beyond that previously 
existing.  

AND/OR 
3.b. Replacement or Reconstruction (SG § 15302) (Class 2): Includes replacement or 
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reconstruction of existing structures and facilities where the new structure will be located on 
the same site and will have substantially the same purpose and capacity as the structure 
being replaced. 

The project is determined to be Categorically Exempt pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines and the 
Sections of the District’s Guidelines for Compliance with CEQA as identified above. These are 
appropriate for the project because it would involve no expansion of use beyond that previously 
existing and would not result in a significant cumulative impact due to the continuation of the existing 
use, and would consist of the replacement/reconstruction of an existing structure/facility, would be 
located on the same site as the structure replaced, and would have substantially the same purpose 
and capacity. The District has determined none of the six exceptions to the use of a categorical 
exemption apply to this project (CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2). 
Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15062, a 35-day statute of limitations for this CEQA exemption 
shall apply from the date a Notice of Exemption is posted with the San Diego County Clerk, or a 180-
day statute of limitations for this CEQA exemption shall apply if no Notice of Exemption is filed. 
CALIFORNIA COASTAL ACT 
PORT MASTER PLAN CONSISTENCY 

Planning District: 3 - Centre City Embarcadero (Precise Plan Figure 11) 
Use Designation: Commercial Fishing 

The project conforms to the certified Port Master Plan because it would involve restriping of a parking 
lot to provide efficiencies for commercial fishing operations consistent with the existing certified Land 
use designation. The project would not change the use of the site nor would it interrupt or expand the 
existing conforming uses of the site. 
CATEGORICAL DETERMINATION 

Categorical Exclusions: Section 8.a: Existing Facilities and Section 8.b: Replacement or 
Reconstruction 

8.a. Existing Facilities: The operation, repair, maintenance, or minor alteration of existing public or 
private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical features, involving 
negligible or no expansion of use beyond that previously existing, including but not limited to: 

AND/OR 
8.b.  Replacement or Reconstruction: Replacement or reconstruction of existing structures and 

facilities where the new structure will be located essentially on the same site as the structure 
replaced and will have substantially the same purpose and capacity as the structure replaced. 

The project is determined to be Categorically Excluded pursuant to the Sections of the District’s 
Coastal Development Permit Regulations as identified above. These are appropriate for the proposed 
project because it would involve negligible or no expansion of use beyond that previously existing and 
would be located essentially on the same site as the structure replaced and will have substantially the 
same purpose and capacity as the structure replaced. 
Pursuant to California Coastal Act Section 30717, there is a 10-working-day period to appeal this 
“Coastal Act Categorical Determination of Exclusion” to the California Coastal Commission. 
CALIFORNIA PUBLIC TRUST DOCTRINE 
The proposed project complies with Section 87.(a)(1) of the Port Act, which allows for the 
establishment, improvement, and conduct of a harbor, and for the construction, reconstruction, repair, 
maintenance, and operation of wharves, docks, piers, slips, quays, and all other works, buildings, 
facilities, utilities, structures, and appliances incidental, necessary, or convenient, for the promotion 
and accommodation of commerce and navigation. 
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The Port Act was enacted by the California Legislature and is consistent with the Public Trust 
Doctrine. Consequently, the proposed project is consistent with the Public Trust Doctrine. 

Joe Stuyvesant 
President/CEO 

Determination by:  
Ashley Wright      Signature:________________________________ 
Senior Planner      Date:____________________________________ 
Planning Department 

Deputy General Counsel    Signature:________________________________ 
       Date:____________________________________ 
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Tuna Harbor Parking Study 

Attachment A
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American Tunaboat Association    ADA Only   
         United States Tuna Foundation    

Shared Spaces - Fish Market 
Restaurant/Commercial fishing only

District Reserved
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Table 2.1 Parking Supply Change 
Parking Space Type Before 2/21/18 After 2/21/18 

Commercial Fishing Only 39 79 
Fish Market Restaurant Valet 31 0* 
Metered 15 0 
Shared Use  0 6 
ADA Only 3 3 
ATA-USTF 3 3 
Port District Reserved 2 2 

Source: Chen Ryan Associates, June 2019 

*After February 21, 2018, the Fish Market was still provided 25 spaces solely for 
their use (per their real estate agreement); however, these spaces were not located 
within the study area and therefore do not appear in this analysis. 

Table 2.2 Quarterly Active Parking Permits
Season Active Permits 

Spring (April-June 2018) 63 
Summer (July-September 2018) 84 
Fall (October-December 2018) 69 
Winter (January-March 2019) 110 

Source: District, May 2019 
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Table 3.1.  Average Demand by Time of Day - Commercial Fishing Only Parking
Time of Day Average Weekday Demand Average Weekend Demand 

0:00 13 14 
1:00 14 14 
2:00 14 14 
3:00 15 15 
4:00 16 15 
5:00 18 16 
6:00 20 18 
7:00 23 20 
8:00 25 21 
9:00 27 21 
10:00 28 22 
11:00 30 23 
12:00 30 24 
13:00 28 23 
14:00 25 22 
15:00 22 20 
16:00 20 18 
17:00 18 17 
18:00 17 17 
19:00 16 17 
20:00 15 15 
21:00 15 15 
22:00 14 14 
23:00 14 13 

Source: Chen Ryan Associates, June 2019 
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Table 3.2 Peak Parking Demand for Commercial Fishing Only – By Month
Month Peak Weekday Demand Peak Weekend Demand Active Permits 

April 2018 44 36 63 
May 2018 44 31 63 
June 2018 39 37 63 
July 2018 361 37 84 

August 2018 37 30 84 
September 2018 39 36 84 

October 2018 54 42 69 
November 2018 47 36 69 
December 2018 43 472 69 
January 2019 41 33 110 
February 2019 41 34 110 

March 2019 45 34 110 
April 2019 46 32 N/A3

Maximum 54 47
Source: Chen Ryan Associates, June 2019 

1July experienced the 4th of July fireworks traffic anomaly, this day yielded a maximum value of 57 parked vehicles 
2December experienced the Parade of Lights traffic anomaly, this day yielded a maximum value of 55 parked vehicles 
3 The active permit information for the spring quarter of 2019 was unavailable at the time the report was finalized. 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 1CAA9EEB-7EC9-4283-93AC-AD87E5CF1719



DocuSign Envelope ID: 1CAA9EEB-7EC9-4283-93AC-AD87E5CF1719



DocuSign Envelope ID: 1CAA9EEB-7EC9-4283-93AC-AD87E5CF1719



DocuSign Envelope ID: 1CAA9EEB-7EC9-4283-93AC-AD87E5CF1719



DocuSign Envelope ID: 1CAA9EEB-7EC9-4283-93AC-AD87E5CF1719



DocuSign Envelope ID: 1CAA9EEB-7EC9-4283-93AC-AD87E5CF1719



DocuSign Envelope ID: 1CAA9EEB-7EC9-4283-93AC-AD87E5CF1719



DocuSign Envelope ID: 1CAA9EEB-7EC9-4283-93AC-AD87E5CF1719



DocuSign Envelope ID: 1CAA9EEB-7EC9-4283-93AC-AD87E5CF1719



Table 3.3 Average Peak Parking Demand - By Parking Space Type 
Parking Space Type Peak Weekday Demand Peak Weekend Demand Spaces Allocated 

Commercial Fishing Only 33 27 79 
Shared Use 5 6 6 
ADA Only 3 2 3 
ATA-USTF 2 3 3 

Port District Reserved 1 1 2 
Source: Chen Ryan Associates, June 2019 
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Table 3.4 Average Peak Commercial Fishing Only Parking Demand – By Month 
Month Average Peak Weekday 

Demand 
Average Peak Weekend Demand 

April 2018 36 25 
May 2018 34 25 
June 2018 33 29 
July 2018 29 26 

August 2018 28 24 
September 2018 31 26 

October 2018 40 35 
November 2018 35 31 
December 2018 31 31 
January 2019 29 25 
February 2019 29 24 

March 2019 35 28 
April 2019 36 26 
Average 32 27

Source: Chen Ryan Associates, June 2019 

Table 3.5 Average Peak Parking Demand for Commercial Fishing Only Parking Demand – 
By Day of the Week 

Day of Week Peak Demand 
Monday 36 
Tuesday 37 

Wednesday 42 
Thursday 39 

Friday 41 
Saturday 35 
Sunday 32 

Source: Chen Ryan Associates, June 2019 
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Table 3.6 Commercial Fishing Only/Shared Use Parking Relationship 

Time of Day 
Weekdays Weekends 

Commercial
fishing only Shared Use Parking Commercial fishing 

only Shared Use Parking 
0:00 13 1 14 1 
1:00 14 0 14 1 
2:00 14 0 14 0 
3:00 15 0 15 0 
4:00 16 0 15 0 
5:00 18 0 16 0 
6:00 20 1 18 1 
7:00 23 2 20 1 
8:00 25 1 21 1 
9:00 27 1 21 1 
10:00 28 1 22 1 
11:00 30 2 23 2 
12:00 30 3 24 4 
13:00 28 3 23 5 
14:00 25 2 22 4 
15:00 22 2 20 4 
16:00 20 1 18 3 
17:00 18 1 17 3 
18:00 17 1 17 3 
19:00 16 1 17 2 
20:00 15 1 15 1 
21:00 15 1 15 1 
22:00 14 1 14 1 
23:00 14 1 13 1 

Source: Chen Ryan Associates, June 2019 
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