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Project Description 
The proposed project is a Right of Entry to Southern California Coastal Water Research Project 
(SCCWRP) and involves sampling activities at four submerged tidelands locations to further 
analyze pesticides and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in San Diego Bay. Sampling activities 
would consist of biota sampling, sediment sampling, water column sampling, and the deployment 
of passive samplers. Sampling activities would occur in the fall of 2018.  
 
Biota sampling for tissue analysis would include collections of fish and plankton. Tissue analyses 
would be performed on a total of up to 10 samples per species per location. Species for collection 
would include: Black Perch (Embiotoca jacksoni), Northern Anchovy (Engraulis mordax), Shiner 
Perch (Cymatogaster aggregate), Slough Anchovy (Anchoa delicatissima), Spotted Sand Bass 
(Paralabrax maculatofasciatus), Topsmelt (Atherinops affinis), and Zooplankton. Fish Species 
would be collected by trawling and hook and line techniques. Biota sampling activities would take 
approximately three days to complete and would require one boat with approximately four staff.  
 
Sediment sampling would be collected using a ponar grab sampler. In addition, passive samplers 
would be deployed at each location for approximately 30 days. The benefits of using passive 
sampling technology include measurement of individual congener concentrations at low detection 
limits, as well as a time-weighted average concentration. Once the passive samplers are received, 
the samples would be compared to the sediment samples taken with the ponar grab sampler.  
 
Mid-column water samples would be collected twice; ideally within one week of the deployment of 
the passive sampling devices, and within a one-week timeframe of passive sampling device 
recovery. Temperature, dissolved oxygen, specific conductivity, and pH water column profiles 
would be characterized using handheld meter. The following categorical determinations are based 
on the project submittal, work plan, and all project information known to the District as of the date 
of this determination. 
 
CEQA DETERMINATION 
Based upon the above description, the project is determined to be Categorically Exempt pursuant 
to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines) 15306 (Information Collection) and/or 
Section 3.f of the District’s Guidelines for Compliance with CEQA because the project involves 
sampling activities to analyze pesticides and PCBs in San Diego Bay. Section 3.f, of the District’s 
CEQA Guidelines is as follows: 

 








